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Loomis Hall, Shurtleff College, Alton, Illinois
Mamiama L ' : '

by Edgar E. Lundeen, Bloomington, Illinois ~Nay 1934

Sturtleff College, founded in 1827, was the pioneer
school of the wast and is the oldest institution of learning
in the Mississippi Velley: It had its origin in & Theolog=
icel and High Sohool, known as the Rock Spring Seminary which
was the first boarding sehool in Illinois and which was o8-
tablished-in 1827 by John Mason Peck. This school wes oo-
educetional and opened with twenty five students. The soﬁool
struggled along until 1831 when it was closed'witﬁ the object
of moving to upper Alf&ﬁ;;s a college.

In 1352 the institution was reopened under the names of
"Alton Seminary". Members of the first Board of Trustees -
were: B. F. Edwerds, M. D.; Rev. Hubbel Loomis, A.E.? Enoch
Longs Wm. Manning, Jr.j Stephen Griggss Geo. Smith, end
Cyrus Edwards, LL.D.

In February 1832, Peck induced Hubble Loomis to take
chsrge of the Seminery and as the school had,at the time, no
building of its own, séhool was opened in September in:the
town~house of upper Alton under the direction of Loomis. An
sct éf the +trustees permitted the gbtudents to cut trees and :
build for themselves log cabins.on the Seminery Campus. Begun.
in 1832, the first real school building we.g coﬁpleted by

December 18%3.

% Ercept §or the Convent amd Sehsol of- the Ursulines aft 70
New Orleans | built 1727, oné hundred years egarlier. ~ o
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It'wés reotengular in plan, two stories in height end
made of brick.  0n the ground floor were the librafy and
Ghapel_ﬂéll,-anﬂ above were two rows of rooms or dormitories

with.ﬁ central hall the length of the building, dividing

‘them. These dormitories were small, dark,illconditioned and

.poorly ventilated., At the rear well on the first floor wes

a briock fire place. Each room on the second floor was pro-

vided with a stove end all the pipes from the several stoves

passed into a single pipe which passed horizontelly the
length of the btuilding over the hall separating the dormi-

tories. This pipe entered a single flue at the rear of the

building and above the fireplace in the library below. The

mein building hed a fréﬁmxbelfrey located near the midpoint
f the roof ridge.

Many chenges have been made in the form of the builde
ing since 1832. A two story rectangular brick unit weas added
upon the rear of the building end at right engles to the
original building. Later a one story unit was added to the
rear of this eddition. The original exterior entrance was
placed on one of the long sides, Later the front entrance
was plaoed in the end of the building opposite the firepleoe.
This entrance is now proteoted by an enclosed brick vestibule.

This first building ( sometimes called "0ld Acedemio
Hall") wes named in honor of Hubbel Loomis, president of

Alton Seminary 1832«1836, who spent his life in helping to




Apes, T1-28 720
HALS - Page =» 3 =

. establish and build this school which\ﬁ&s ealled "Alton Seme
inary". In 1836 it waes changed to "Shurtleff College" in
honor of Benjemin Shurtleff, M.D. of Boston, Mess. who, be=-
sides other wvaluable aid and encoursgement, endowsd the
sohool with $10,000.

Reference: Atles & History of Medison County
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